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A Love Story of mountainous proportions

Sometimes man must admit that he doesn’t have all the answers. Sometimes he must submit to the greater forces of the universe. And sometimes, just sometimes, he must a) join AA b) tell his wife he loves her and c) bring his dog to obedience school. Real obedience school.

Thinking that he was in trouble when his Bernese mountain dog Hola wouldn’t stop jumping up on people – “What? She’s five?!?” – Kihn decided to concede defeat. Or rather, he decided that he needed to get some help. Especially after Hola chased his wife to their summer cabin. After dog camp, dog school and – almost – the dog whisperer, he hoped he had lit upon the method that would work. Not click-and-treat. Not the Motivational Method. Finally, he meets Lorena and learns true secrets. The prize is the Canine Good Citizen certification from the American Kennel Club. There’s just the matter of those ten little items on the test.

Naturally, Hola steals the show. But be careful. You just might learn something. For instance, what exactly is the correct spelling of Millan (as in Cesar)? Which tome is the rightful canon of dog obedience? And how can you tell if an addict is lying? Trust me. You’ll find out this and more. And be charmed in the bargain.

With a lively arch wit and sometimes raw emotion, Kihn shares the story of his evolution through a marriage, drinking and dog training – and his recovery from all three. With a deftly light touch, he shares a real journey that shows that yes, there is always hope. And with dogs, as with people, good looks often count for a lot.

Martin Kihn is a writer, an adman and a dog lover. His first book, House of Lies: How Management Consultants Steal Your Watch and Then Tell You the Time is currently in production as a pilot for Showtime. His articles have appeared in New York magazine, the New York Times, GQ, Us, Cosmopolitan, Forbes and Slate.com, among others. Links on www.martinkihn.com. 
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