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Wrapping itself in the cloak of environmentalism, a
new movement is spreading fast in the universities.
But it seems less interested in cleaning the air

than in bashing capitalism.

SDS Jr.

By Martin Kihn

REMEMBER THE Students for a Demo-
cratic Society? Led by people like
Tom Hayden and Mark Rudd, sps
scared lots of Americans during the
late 1960s and early 1970s into think-
ing the revolution was at hand. It
wasn’t and isn’t, but $ps garnered
publicity and a following on campuses
out of all proportion to a membership
that never extended beyond 200 cam-
puses. It also spawned a certain
amount of nasty violence before slid-
ing into oblivion.

You haven’t vet heard nearly as
much about the Student Environ-
mental Action Coalition. But you
may well. Although barely two years
old, SEAC claims 15,000 affiliated stu-
dents on 1,100 campuses from Har-
vard to Chico State. Last October
more than 8,000 students from
schools in all 50 states and 11 foreign
countries gathered on the campus of
the University of Illinois in Cham-
paign-Urbana for SEAC’s second na-
tional conference.

Jane Fonda, the radical heroine of
the sps, wasn’t there, but multimil-
lionaire Robert Redford delivered his
boilerplate about the “greed” of the
1980s. According to a report by
Washington, D.C.-based consulting
firm Mongoven, Biscoe & Duchin,
Inc., Ralph Nader arrived late and
began his speech by saying the ““estab-
lishment™ secks to launch counterat-
tacks against the public welfare move-
ment, citing a recent article in FORBES
as evidence. Present was a Who’s Who
of radicalism, including Earth First’s
Dave Foreman and United Farm
Workers President Cesar Chavez. Jes-
se Jackson showed.

Once again the talk was of revolu-
tion. According to the local News-
Gazette, Helen Caldicott, of Physi-
cians for Social Responsibility, sur-

veyed the crowd and exulted: “This is
the beginning of the revolution that’s
going to save the carth.”

But the differences betweeen this
meeting and an old-time sDs gather-
ing were more cosmetic than real. The
emphasis was not on clean air and
clean water and saving the green
spaces. The focus was on the evil of
big corporations. SEAC’s outreach co-
ordinator, Randy Viscio, 23, received
a standing ovation when he told the
crowd that their main objective
should be to do away with all corpora-
tions—and even capitalism itself.

SEAC’s newsletter, Threshold, pub-
lished monthly during the school
year, leaves no doubt that there is,
intellectually speaking, a clear line of
descent from SDS to SEAC. Sample line:
“The student movement can’t, and
can’t afford to, exclude revolutionar-
ies and communists.” Another article
spoke about ““the insidious nature of
the international economic system,
capitalism, under which we live.”

Some SEAC members deny that
their own aims are “‘radical,” but *“it’s
perfectly all right with us if a SEAC
member’s goal is to end all private
enterprise in the U.S. and around the
world,”” says SEAC’s national council
coordinator, Beth Ising, 21, a junior
at James Madison University.

SEAC members frequently go to
great lengths to distance themselves
from more mainstream environmen-
talist outfits. Some members tend to
believe groups like the National Wild-
life Federation and the Sierra Club,
which have an estimated combined
war chest of over $100 million, have
sold out. ““The National Wildlife Fed-
eration lets corporations determine its
environmental policies to the extent
that I think they’ve been bought
out,” says Ising. Unlike mainstream
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